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SERMON CCXL. 



BY EDWARD D. GRIFFIN. D. D. 



TEB VO&TE or TEB 80VXi. 

Mat. X vi. 26. — For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole 
warldy and lose his own soul ? or what shall a man give in exchange 
for his soul ? 

There is in man an immaterial soul, distinct from the clay which 
composes his body; a spiritual substance that thinks and reasons, 
chooses and refuses, loves and hates ; and this conscious being, not 
depending for its existence on the body, will survive in a separate 
state when the body shall be dissolved. Re.ason assents to this when 
it is discovered ; and although reason could not have made the disco- 
very, yet the separate existence of the soul is clearly revealed in that 
Gospel which has brought life and inamortality to light. Every be- 
liever in revelation must, therefore, perceive it to be the chief interest 
of man to secure the happiness of his soul in a future and eternal 
state. And those who believe in the necessity of a change of heart 
and of a thorough religion, will not deny that there is a lamentable 
and surprising degree of inattention to the soul among the greater 
part of mankind; an inattention which, where it continues, must 
prove eternally fatal. Such will not impute it to severity, if the mi- 
nisters of the Gospel, with the most heart-felt solicitude, endeavor to 
awaken their brethren, tlieir flesh and blood, from such a destructive 
lethargy. The most impassioned calls will not bo deemed too vehe- 
ment in such a cause. 

I cannot hope, my dear hearers, to speak to you with effect, unless 
you firmly believe in an eternity of rewards and punishments. If this 
be denied, I shall not carry you along with me as I pursue the sub- 
ject. And because I may have to break company with some here 
whom I would not leave behind, I will stop a little and plead with 
them. God grant that it be not U parting leave. 

If you doubt a future state, tell me, for what end were the human 
race created ? For happiness ? this none attains to the extent of his 
capacity in the present life, and many are wretched from the cradle to 
Vol. Xn, No. 1. 1 
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2 TBS NATIONAL PaSACHER* 

the grave. For the glory of God ? this end is not answered if thei« 
be no future state : for here virtue is often oppressed while vice tri- 
umphs. Witliout a state of more equal rewards and punishments, the 
human race would bring a reproach on the righteous Governor of the 
world. And consider, I pray you, that you cannot bring a future state 
into doubt until you have destroyed the evidence on which divine re- 
velation rests ; — the testimony of miracles and prophecies, — the stand- 
ing testimony of the Jewish nation, — the evidence derived from the 
unity of design, the holy precepts, and all the vestiges of divinity im- 
pressed on the sacred pages ; a task which the wisest and best men 
would die before they would attempt, and which the subtlest enemies 
of revelation have never been able to accomplish. To risk your im- 
mortal all on the performance of such a task ! how much better to risk 
it on the blood of the Lamb of God. Do you believe in a future siate^ 
but not future punishment? still the things of eternity and not the 
world ought to engross your chief attention. Animating prospects of 
worldly good can prevail to draw your attention from the present mo- 
ment ; how much more should a prospect of immortal happiness ? Are 
you sincere in believing yourselves the heirs of the eternal glories of 
heaven, and yet so seldom think of futurity, and so deeply affected with 
the trifles, the joys and disappointments of a moment ? Perhaps you 
believe in future but not in eternal punishment. Well, what would 
it profit a man to gain the whole world and lose his soul for ages of 
ages in hell ? To avoid one year's imprisonment on earth, you would 
do and suffer much. To escape then this dreadful punishment after 
death, (even if it be not endless,) with what anxiety ought you to ex- 
amine the conditions of pardon, your own character, and labor to make 
your peace with God. Or have you the unnatural cruelty to disin- 
herit your future selves of all affection, and having followed yourselves 
with concern through every period to the grave, to bury there with 
your bodies all self-regard ? Know ye, my beloved friends, that your 
future selves will be these same conscious beings whose sensations 
ore so interesting to you at present ? These same minds, with the 
same personal consciousness, will be in heaven or hell. But if you 
will not be persuaded, I will turn to others who do believe in all the 
realities of a future state which the Scriptures disclose. To you, my 
more hopeful hearers, I say, " What is a man profited if he shall gain 
the whole world and lose his own soul?'* That you should want 
persuasion to value the salvation of the soul above the present world, 
is among those wonders which want a name. What can be the cause 
of this ? Doubtless the more remote cause is simple aversion to God 
and divine things ; but the proximate cause is worldly attachment and 
care. The profits, pleasures, and honors of the present life so fill the 
eye, that the true interest of the soul is not discerned. Were all these 
things away, the mind, ever restless in pursuit of something, would 
moro readily bend forward to investigate eternal objects. Suffer nae 
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then to resist these dangerous seducers by urging the solemn aphorism 
of Him who knew the value of tlie soul : ^ What is a man profited it 
he shall gain the whole world and lose his own soul ? or what shall 
a man give in exchange for his soul ?" 

The superior value of the soul will appear from the following con- 
siderations : 

1. From its essence and capacities. The body is composed of dust, 
like the bodies of other animals. All the treasures of the world are 
made of dust. But the soul was infused by the breath of God. While 
the body is fitted for the lower animal functions, and governed by laws 
common to the animal tribes, the soul is endowed with the moral 
faculty, which renders it the subject of the dignified and awful go- 
vernment of Jehovah. It is aggrandised with capacities to serv^ and 
glorify God, to be useful to men, to relieve the afliicted, and to manage 
the concerns of nations. It is capable of the heavenly exercises ot 
love, pity, and mercy. The exient of its capacities is amazing. 
What numberless and surprising inventions for the benefit and orna- 
ment of society has it made ; what progress in the knowledge of the 
arts and sciences — in exploring the secrets of the animal, vegetable and 
mineral kingdoms. It has searched out the bowels of the earth. It 
has wandered among the stars to calculate their laws and order. It 
has followed the comets in their immense excursions. It has been 
found capacious enough to take in the contemplation of world upon 
world, and system upon system, spread through the regions of lx)und- 
less space. Its motions are so rapid that it can rove from star to 
star, and from world to world, in a moment. No fetters can bind it, 
no bounds contain it. It is capable of exerting itself like an angel in 
the employments of the heavenly world ; contemplating God, expati- 
ating through his works, and assisting in the anthems of celestial wor- 
ship. That such a stupendous emanation of divinity should be 
thrown into ruins — the use of all these godlike faculties be worse than 
lost, and forever devoted to malice and blasphemy, — so much would 
not be lost should the material universe fall into one general wreck. 

Vast capacities has the soul for happiness and misery. I appeal to 
those who are acquainted with the pleasures and pains of the mind. 
No delights which depend on the senses can compare with the serene 
pleasures of a contented soul, much less with the raptures of a trans- 
ported soul. And no pains which the body feels can equal the ago- 
'oies of a troubled spirit. The capacity of the soul for happiness and 
misery will be greatly enlarged at death. It will then be an angel in 
bliss or a devil in misery ; — rapt in pleasures which no mortal heart 
can conceive, or laboring with throes and agonies which the imagina- 
tions of this infant world are too feeble to paint. 

The happiness which appertains to the soul is far the most noble in 
its kind. How diminutive is the happiness, (if it be worthy of the 
name,) that can be gathered from the briers and brambles of this wil- 
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derness. What are the pleasures of sense, but the half-enjoyed plea- 
sures of the brute? What are the pleasures of imagination, but Uto- 
pian visions ? What the pleasures of honor, but palpitating pains ? 
What the pleasures of riches, but the morose perplexities of care? 
What are the pleasures of friendship, but pleasures of the scvl ? 
Nothing is worthy of the name of happiness but that which has its 
seat pecuUarly in the mind. And then how sublime is intellectual 
delight. In contemplating the dignified happiness of a Newton or a 
Franklin, we are awed into reverence, and assent that intellectual bliss 
rises high and out of sight of the low pleasures of the epicure, and 
feel an instinctive conviction that such happiness ennobles and exalts. 
But if the happiness of the philosopher so far transcends, what does 
the happiness of the Christian 7 If to contemplate the sun and moon 
produces a delight full of dignity, what does the contemplation of Him 
who spoke these orbs into being ? The soul alone is capable of enjoy- 
ing God ; and the small portion of this delight which is allotted to 
Christians here, is by far the most sublime happiness of the present 
life. But who can conceive the bliss, the dignified and God-like bliss, 
which their souls will enjoy in heaven ! having free access to the infi- 
nite Grod, — diving into the ocean of his exhaustless glory,— swallowed 
up in the overflowings of his love, — reposing among the tendernesses 
of his bosom, — towering in the dignity of spirits, — climbing the regions 
of light and Ufe, the companions of Seraphim and Cherubim, — the very- 
sons of God, and heirs of all the riches and joys of the universe ? 
What is the world to this? " Its pomp, its pleasures, and its nonsenso 
all?" 

II. The superior value of the soul appears from the amazing re- 
spect that has been paid to it. Man must have been a very import- 
ant being in the estimation of God, or he would not have built this 
beautiful and stupendous world for his habitation. But was it for the 
body that this planet was erected, or was chief respect had to the soul ? 
It was not built for the dust, but for the immortal part ; not for man 
as a mere animal, but for man as a subject of moral government, — for 
a nursery in which to foster his infant faculties for the employments 
of a vigorous and eternal manhood. It is for the life and growth of 
the soul that the valleys spread out their bosoms, — that the mountains 
lifl up their heads towards heaven, — that ocean, with its million waves, 
laves the shore, — that serpent, fish, and bird were formed, "and the 
cattle upon a thousand hills." It was to light the soul in its way to 
glory that the sun and moon were hung out of heaven. 'Tis for its 
"sake all nature stands and stars their courses move." Amazing 
thought ! Where am I ? Methinks the sun, moon, and stars look down 
tremblingly to observe its fate. All nature seems to sit in solemn 
silence, looking out of all her eyes, to watch the destinies of the soul. 

But no respect which has been paid to the soul puts so vast an es- 
timate upon it as the price that was paid for its redemption. What 



Digitized by 



Google 



TB£ WORTH OP tHB BOVU 5 

must have been the valuation of the soul in heaven, when that God 
before whom all nations are as the '^ dust of the balance," became an 
infant in the manger of Bethlehem, sweat blood in Gethsemane, was 
beaten and spit upon in the judgment hall, and expired on the ragged 
irons? Every groan of Calvary pronounced the worth of the soul to 
be greater than ten thousand material worlds* The Son of God 
would not have given his life to redeem the whole material universe 
from ruin. He would not have shed a drop of his blood to save this 
world with all its lumber from the flames. He will of choice give it 
to the flames when its use to the soul of man shall be ended. And 
yet he shed all his blood to save the soul. 

God has discovered his high regard for the soul by the pains he has 
taken to give a written revelation to the world) to establish and pre- 
serve a church and houses of worship, to institute sabbaths and sacra- 
ments and a Gospel ministry, and by all the labors and calls of six thou- 
sand years. The body may be cast upon a dunghill and eaten by 
worms, and God regards it not ; but in the day that the animal part 
is comnutted to the loathsome grave, he takes special care that this 
noble particle of himself shall not enter among the dead, but raps it 
away to the region of spirits. 

Angels also discover their high regard for the soul, by leaving the 
realms of glory to consume their time upon this distant planet by daily 
nunistrations for its salvation^ Should a company of the greatest 
men in Europe cross the Atlantic to manage a certain business, the 
world would be looking after them, and would conclude that the in- 
terest they came to manage was of vast importance. What then 
shall we think of the soul 1 thai '* for whose guard the angel bands 
come flying from above ?" 

Heaven and earth, God, angels, and gDod men are engaged to deli- 
ver the soul. And this is not all ; hell is in motion to oppose its de- 
liverance. Myriads of principalities and powers are leagued against 
it. " How great must be the value of the soul,'* says one, " when 
three worlds are thus contending for it.** Would three worlds, I ask, 
thus contend for this little particle of dust called earth 7 No, but 
they will contend for the soul of man» 

ni. What completes the value of the soul is its immortality^ and 
perhaps eternal progression. This life is but the threshold of our 
existence, — a breath ; we gasp once here and live forever. If we 
owned the whole world it could not attend us a step beyond the grave ; 
but if we once obtain the heavenly inheritance, we shall carry it with 
us down through the revolving ages of eternity. If want and afflic- 
tion beset us here, death will soon close the distress ; but if we lose 
our soul the loss will be forever. This is that last death which 
deatfi itself cannot destroy. The fashion of this world passes away ; 
the earth will soon grow crazy with age : the sun itself shall wax 
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dim in its orbit ; the stars shall fall like the leaves of autumn ; but 
the deathless soul shall survive the wreck of worlds. And when an- 
other period, as long as the world's age, shall have passed, and as many 
such periods as there were moments in the first, the soul will have 
just begun its course. To stand on some eminence like Pisgah and 
look away into eternity, O what a prospect rushes on the eye ! I^t 
imagination spread all her pinions and swiftly pursue the flying soul, 
through ages of joy enough to dissolve mortal flesh, — and keep on 
wing and still pursue, through periods which human numbers cannot 
calculate — until the fancy has got so far from home as hardly to be 
recalled ; — it must still return and leave the flying soul to explore 
ages afler ages, — a boundless eternity of inexpressible bliss. And 
when it returns to earth, how it sickens at worldly glory, and calls 
mortal life a blank, a point, no time at all. 

Let it stretch its wings again, and follow the excruciated soul through 
ages of unutterable endurance— through fire intense enough to melt 
down all the planets. One period after another passes by it as it 
flies, — until it looks back on the first million of years as on a speck in 
the horison, and still it hears the tormented soul exclaim, " My agony 
is just begun." God of mercy, preserve this assembly from this eter- 
nity of pain. 

Our fainting minds will be overwhelmed with the value of the soul 
if we admit its eternal progression. It is so difficult to conceive of 
one's living forever in heaven without acquiring any new ideas, or any- 
deeper impressions from ideas already received, that it is generally be- 
lieved that holy creatures will forever grow in capacity and enjoy- 
ment. And there are certainly passages of Scripture which favor 
this opinion. I shall venture no assertion on this point ; but taking 
the thing for granted at present, what an august being will a humau. 
soul become. Observe its progress in the present life and the dignity 
which it here accumulates. Yesterday it was a babe weeping in its 
mother's arms ; — to-day it is a child and we chide it ;— to-morrow it is a 
philosopher and we revere him. Let this progress be extended to a mil- 
lion of years, and how great has that creature become. A thousand 
times more difference between him and a Newton, than between a 
Newton and an infant. Mark that miniature of man just opening its 
eyes on the light : yet that minim of being contains a soul which 
will one day outstrip the ranges of the widest imagination. That 
spark will grow to the flame of a seraph ; that thinking thing will fly 
through heaven. Observe that poor Christian doomed to hard labor, 
covered with sweat and dust. The world sweeps by him without 
deeming him worthy of a look, and considers him only an animal. 
Yet that same poor man will soon be greater than a nation combined. 
While carrying burdens on his bending shoulders, (ye know him not,) 
he 18 an angel in disguise : the reverse of the stage, where a poor 
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man acts the kin^, but passing behind the curtain dwindles to a pau- 
per ; for here a king acts the pauper, and as soon as the curtain falls 
ascends his throne. See that mingled throng in the streets, fluttering 
about like insects in the summer's sun, — the reputed creatures of a 
day. How little is it considered that every one of that number, and 
of those human shapes in the filthy dungeon, is destined to eternal 
progression, and will one day be greater than kings in glory or equal- 
ly great in misery. Fix your eyes a little upon that throng, and si- 
lently mark whither they will go when they disperse. I follow one 
with my eyes to his secret apartment : I see the shiverings of death 
stealing upon him ; the tears of mourners fill the room ; the soul 
bursts its cerement, and is an angel now : wings are lent it, and I 
trace it soaring through the regions of light. I follow it in its course 
of endless progression until it has become greater than Gabriel was. 
I pursue till it has become greater than the whole human race were 
in this infant world, — ^till it has become greater than all the angels to- 
gether were when it left the body : and I leave it still progressing to- 
wards God, approximating towards his infinite dimensions, — a point at 
an immeasurable distance, but at which it is eternally stretching away. 
We are lost, we are swallowed up in the boundless prospect. 

Upon the principle of eternal progression, (however slow that pro- 
jfression may be,) these are the destinies of the feeblest soul that ever 
enters heaven. 

I return to the street. 1 follow another of the crowd through his 
round of dissipation, — through many serious thoughts, many broken 
resolutions, — until I trace him to a dying bed. His soul is forced 
from the body amidst the agonies of distracted friends, and, staring 
xvith wild afiright, is dredged to the mouth of the pit and plunged 
into hell. And is not this enough ? Good God, is not this enough ? 
Must it still proceed from bad to worse ? This is believed by many 
from the very nature t>f the soul, and from hell's being called a " bot- 
lonUess pit," in which, as the figure seems to import, one may sink for- 
ever deeper and deeper in misery without finding a bottom. It is also 
alleged that the same unchangeable purity that required the punishment 
of sins committed in the body, will equally require an increase of 
misery to provide a punishment for all the rage and wickedness of 
hell. That the punishment will be endless is certain, but whether it 
xvill be progressive I will not venture to assert. But the thing being 
once admitted, consequences result enough to shake a world. Then 
the time will come when the smallest soul in hell will contain more 
misery than Satan now does ; — time will come when the smallest soul 
m hell will endure more in one hour than has been endured on earth 
by all nations since the creation. And further still, — it is too awfiil 
to proceed. O what a God is that which lives from eternity to eter- 
nity ! O what a redemption did Christ come to accomplish, firom this 
eternity of pain to this inmiortality of glory ! O what a soul hai man ! 
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Surely it was worth being redeemed by the blood of the Son of God, 
Surely it is worth being saved by a life of self-denial and prayer* 
What can be too much to give in exchange for the soul ? 

How solemnly important do sabbaths now appear, and time, and 
the Bible, and every thing which relates to the soul's salvation. The 
sun, moon, and stars appear solemn in shining ; the earth, the con- 
cave, and all nature seem to borrow the solemnity of eternity ; and 
this world appears only the cradle in which souls yet in swaddling^ 
bands are rocked for immortality. 

Heir of immortality, bow before thine own majesty. Debase not 
thyself by sordid actions. A royal infant, while in his nurse's arms, 
though unconscious of his dignity, is yet born to sway the sceptre and 
fate of nations, and should be trained up in habits according with his 
august destinies. Whilst thou art pursuing every idle phantom, thou 
forgettest the dignity of thy nature and the infinite grandeur of thy 
destinies. But thou wast born for great things. Those eyes were 
formed to see great things, and that soul to experience amazing sensa- 
tions. Man, thou hast a world in thyself. Child of death, thou hast 
a concealed treasure in thy bosom, (alas too concealed,) which the ex- 
hausted Indies could not purchase. Crowns and kingdoms sink to 
nothing before it It is worth more than the sun, moon, and stars, if 
the sun were gold and every star a ruby. If from the birth-day of 
this earth onmipotence had been exerted to create as many worlds in 
a moment as there are dusts in this, and all these worlds were gold and 
diamond, and possession to be given for eternity, they would all be 
like filth of the street to the value of thy soul. And wilt thou 
live and die ignorant of the treasure thou possessesti Wilt thou 
squander it all for toys and be an everlasting bankrupt ? When thou 
shalt carry back thy soul to Him who gave thee the talent, fair and 
glorious, to improve for him, and to return still more fair and glori^ 
ous, and shalt present it such a ruinous mass, what will the Judge 
say to thee ? If they must perish who murder the body, what a death 
of deaths is due to those who murder the soul. Less vile would it 
be, were the soul out of the question, to destroy the bodies of a whole 
nation. This vast, this magnificent soul of man ! Were there no God 
to sin against, I had almost said, it would deserve eternal damnation 
to sin against such a soul. 

Ah sinner, this soul of thine is on the point of being lost forever^ 
and immense difficulties lie in the way of saving it. Up, without 
delay, and see what can be done. Surely the infinite treasure is worth 
one mighty effort to save it. 

Should you reign universal emperor of this lower world for three 
score 3rears and ten, and then sink into eternal misery, what an infinite 
loser would you be. What solace would the world be to you after 
your soul was lost ? All the streams and oceans you had commanded 
would not afford you a drop of water to cool your tongue ; but the 
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remembrance of past prosperity woald only aggravate present distress. 
The wealth of Xerxes and Crcesus now avails them not ; it is no com- 
fort to Alexander that he conquered the world ; nor is Nero profited 
by a name to live after he is dead. 

But if to exchange the soul for a world would be a senseless bar- 
gain, how worse than mad to sacrifice it for a toy. No sinner obtains 
the whole world at last, and most that lose their souls receive but a 
small pittance in return. How many are selling their deathless souls 
for some paltry sum extorted by oppression, for the momentary plea- 
sure of the brute, for the intoxicating bowl, for the dark delight of 
marring another's fame, for the useless diversion of profaning the name 
of God, for a toy, — a nothing when nothing is offered, — a nothing 
always^ — and less than nothing. For nothing more is gained than 
though the soul were saved, and all the present delights of religion 
are lost. This great mart, the world, is full of distracted men, hurry- 
ing from place to place to barter their souls for less, far less than 
nothing. They sell them now for naught, but time will come when 
they would give ten thousand worlds to redeem them back again. 
But then it will be too late. For what can a man in hell " give in 
exchange for his soul ?" 

My dear hearers, my heart is distressed with the apprehension that 
some of yow will lose your souls. Indeed, I expect nothing else. 
You are hearing these solemn truths perhaps with indifference, if not 
with disgust. You will go careless from the house of God. You 
will think little of what you have heard until a dying day, But then 
perhaps these truths will meet you again. You need not then be told 
of the worth of the soul. Perhaps the pangs of dissolving nature 
will be your least distress. You may then remember this day, and 
mourn that the warnings of anxious love were unheeded. I can do no 
more than * entreat you, and I do entreat you with the most heart-felt 
regard. And if you are offended at this* freedom, I ask but one more 
privilege, — ^to weep and pray for you in secret, and to cry in the mid- 
night hour, " O that they were wise, that they understood this, that 
they would consider their latter end." 
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Col. i. 10. — That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing^ 
being fruitful in every good work^ and increasing in the know- 
ledge OF God. — (Particularly the last clause.) 

The knowledge of God lies at the foundation of all true religion. 
It is the want or indistinctness of this knowledge that occasions all the 
stupidity of sinners and all the false hopes of professing Christians ; that 
produces most of the religious errors which abound in the world ; that 
causes so much superficial, proud, worldly religion even among the 
sincere, and so little religion even among judicious Christians. Although 
this most precious of all, knowledge is open to all, yet there is very little 
of it in the world, — very little of it in the Church of Christ. There is 
so much unbelief and aversion to Crod, so much pride and worldliness, 
so much sfuilt that shrinks from clear views of God, so much sluggish- 
ness which binds the soul to earth, that the mass even of Christians 
pass to the grave with a very incompetent knowledge of God. Even 
their serious thoughts linger too much on earth. Their religious 
knowledge and conversation are too confined to subordinate subjects ; 
and in their very prayers their eyes are apt to be more intensely fixed 
on the blessings they ask or the sins they deplore, than on the face of 
God himself. Now and then a Christian arises who outstrips the piety 
of his contemporaries, and stands a luminary to enlighten and to be 
admired by remote generations. If you search for the cause of his pre- 
eminent piety, it is to bo found in his superior knowledge of God. De- 
sirous to see a greater number of eminent Christians formed, and to 
witness the prevalence of that religion which is enlightened, judicious, 
and humble ; I am a,nxious to press upon my hearers, to press upon 
my brethren in the Church, to press upon my own soul, the study of 
God. The knowledge which I would recommend, though it includes 
the speculation of the understanding, is not confined to it. It consists 
in a clear discernment of God's spiritual glory and in a holy intimacy 
with him ; which can be obtained neither by a speculative knowledgB 
without right affections, nor yet by warm affections without deep and 
extensive knowledge. 

In general it may be observed that the great end for which men were 
sent into the world was to learn the character of their Maker, by study- 
ing his fflories in his works and word, that they might obey and enjoy 
him. The great end which God had in view in all his works was to 
make an illustrious display of his perfections, that creatures might 
know him and be united to him in sublime and everlasting commu- 
nion. All things which are proposed as objects of our belief or know- 
ledge, are but one complicated lesson of God which we were sent into 
the world to learn. The vast and interesting object on which his di- 
vine e3re is immoveably fixed, and which in the progress of time he will 
fully attain, is to fill the world, — the universe, — ^with the knowledge of 
his glory. He declared to Moses, << As truly as I live all the earth 
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shall be filled with the glory of the Loi:d." The harp of prophecy- 
awoke to rapture on this delightful theme. Isaiah struck the note, and 
Habakkuk triumphantly resounded, « The earth shall be filled with 
the knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the waters cover the sea." 
The object of the whole creation will not be lost ; creatures shall know 
him. The end for which human beings were placed on this earth will 
be attained : it must be that men shall know their God, — knoW him in 
a far greater measure than they have done in past ages. The times 
are rolling on, — the light is bursting from a thousand sources, — the 
world will be flocking^ to the great display, — all nations will be in mo- 
tion. Arise ye and join them, and hasten to the knowledge of God. 
Come, for it is the end of all things, and it is the end of your creation. 

Further, God is the being with whom we have the most intimate and 
interesting connexion ; and therefore we ought certainly, and it chiefly 
concerns us, to become acquainted with him. He is the being with 
whom we chiefly have to do in time and eternity. It is in him that we 
live and move and have our being, and he will be our final Judge. He 
is the author of all our comforts on earth ; and he will be to eternity 
either the author and object of our whole enjoyment, or the executioner 
of his wrath upon us. Should it not be a chief desire to get acquainted 
with the benefactor who has sent all our comforts to us for so many 
years, and with the fearful Name on which all our future destinies de- 
pend ? Shall a man be anxious to see the generous stranger who once 
relieved his wants, or the relation in a foreign country who is to make 
liim his heir ? and shall we be indifierent to an acquaintance wi th our God 7 

Further, there is room for far more enlarged knowledge of God than 
wiy of us have yet acquired. In the recesses of his nature are laid up 
treasures of knowledge which eternal research will not exhaust. None 
but ho who from eternity lay in his bosom could with perfect propriety 
say, 1 know thee. In this world the best of Christians see through a 
glass darkly, and know but in part what they were destined to know. 
Agur found reason in his humility to complain, " I neither learned wis- 
dom nor have the knowledge of the Holy." The apostle Paul, after 
havhig spoken of the primitive Christians as knowing God, thous:ht 
proper to correct the expression as being too strong : " But now after tnnt 
ye have known God, or rather are known of Goa^ This distinction is 
made bv the same apostle in another place : « If any man think that ho 
knoweth any thing, he knoweth nothing yet as he ought to know; but 
if any man love God, the same is known ofhim?^ The lowest degree 
of perfect knowledge is reserved for heaven : " For now we see through 
a glass darkly, but then face to face ; now I know in part, but th6n 
shall I know even as also I am known." Our knowledge of God will 
at best continue imperfect "till we all come in the unity of the faith 
and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the 
measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ." There is therefore 
abundant room for the most enlightened Christians to increase in the 
knowledge of God, and to plunge deeper and still deeper into this ocean 
without a bottom or a shore. What a call then for Christians of ordinary 
attainments to stir up their sluggish spirits, to clear away the mist from 
their eyes, that they may gaze with more intenseness upon God, — that 
they may study him with deeper scrutiny and contemplate him with 
clearer discernment. 

Several motives to this have already been presented. "What remains is 
to show that a clear knowledge and discernment of God is of all things the 
moBtpurifying^ the most humbling, the most exalting^ the most happy. ^ 
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I. It is the most purifying. A sight of Ood is transforming, tt va 
only when "with open face" we behold "as in a glass the glory of the 
Lord," that we " are charged into the same imag^e from fflory to glory.'* 
A view of God shining " in the face of Jesus Christ," is me faith which 
purifies the heart and produces good works. When God is seen in all 
the majesty of his glory, in the awful purity of his holiness, the Chris- 
tian cannot^ dare not wilfully sin. He has a holy jealousy of himself; 
he dreads the least movement of unhallowed aflfections, the least hypo- 
crisy in his devotions, and towards men is meek, gentle, and affectionate. 
He pants after universal purity with groanings that cannot be uttered. 
This is the faith "which worketh by Tovc," — by deep and fervent love : 
and it is love only that can purify the soul. Under the influence or 
tliese views the Christian knows what it is to be moved to action by 
the love of God in Christ, and can draw from Gpd all his motives to 
active service and holy living. He feels it reasonable to dedicate him- 
self forever to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, and longs to employ all his 
faculties to the glory of his heavenly Father. This is the faith which 
overcomes the world. Riches, honors, the world are dead. The 
Christian can now view things precisely in the light that Poful did when 
he counted all things but loss in comparison with the knowledge of 
Jesus Christ. 

Such a view of God in Christ will do more to purify the soul from 
sin and to guard it against temptation, than tlie most rcnned knowledge 
of subordinate subjects in religion,— than all systematic proficiency, — • 
than gazing forever at the outside of the temple without looking with- 
in. It will do more than all prayers, and means, and exertions which 
are not accompanied with these direct views ; for nothins^ but direct 
views can produce love. A raging fire is not extinguished by beatinaf 
the flame, but by a plentiful application of the opposite element. Ana 
the fire of lust and passion is not to be subdued by human efforts di- 
rectly applied ; it vields only to the love of God, — love which nothing 
but direct views ot him can excite. These views are of more efficacy 
to cleanse the soul than all the glooms of guilt. It is a mistake to cal- 
culate on purifying the heart by confining our views to ourselves and 
our sins, and plunging into darkness to avoid being proud of our comfort. 
One such view of God as saints enjoy in heaven, is a greater defence 
against sin than all the glooms of hell. Hence we read of escaping 
« the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ," and are exhorted to "grow in grace and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour." Our text connects a fruitfiil- 
ness " in every good work" with " increasing in the knowledge of 
God ;" and Peter speaks of eminent Christians not being " barren nor 
unfruitful in the knowled^ of our Lord Jesus Christ." The want of this 
knowledge is made a distmctive mark of slaves to sin, and a profession 
of this Imowledge is counted for a profession of purity: "Awake to 
righteousness and sin hot ; for some, [does he say that they are slaves 
to sin 1 no, but he says the same thing in other words ; for some] have 
not the knowlec^e of God." " They profess to know God, but in works 
they deny him," and prove by their sms that they know him not 

Would you then make greater advances in ^ace \ Would you es- 
cape the sins and overcome the temptations which cause you so much 
distress? Would you attain to a more heavenly mind and wear forever 
a brighter crown? There is but one way ; — you must increase in the 
knowled^ of God. 
H. Tliis knowledge is the most humbling of all things. Other 
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knowledge " puffeth up," but the more Grod is seen the more abased 
the soul will be. All the glooms of guilt, all the fears of hell, all the 
views of sin which are not accompanied with a spiritual discernment 
of Grod, will not humble the soul. These all exist in hell, but there is 
no humility there. The most just and exquisite sense of sin is acquired 
by considering, not so much whcU we have done, as what God is. A 
discovery of his awful dignity and excellent holiness reveals the evil of 
sinning against him, and lays the penitent soul speechless at his feet. 
When we can perceive God to be so holy and glorious that a bare neg- 
lect to love him would deserve eternal wo, and that no conceivable 
punishment is ^reat enough for the wretch that dares rebel against him ; 
when with spiritual discernment we contemplate God turnmg the an- 
gels out of heaven for sin, turning Adam out of Eden, turning a beau- 
tiful world into a prison house of ffroans, a shambles of blood, turning 
millions into hell, and more than all, thrusting his sword through the 
heart of his own Son ; then we discover, in a light unknown before, 
what sin deserves and what we are ; and lifting a pleading eye to Jesus, 
we lay ourselves down in the dust to wonder at the patience and mercy 
of God. No flights of soul are felt, but a heavenly calm. Animal feelings 
he still and overawed. All is silent wonder and complacency ; not a 
passion, but a solid reality of feeling ; not a tender tumult of animal na- 
ture, but something like the clear vision of the soul. While the religion 
of the animal affections inflates the soul with self-conceit, this is the 
surest death of pride and every evil passion. Instead of making com- 
parisons in his own favor, the Christian now thinks himself a bare- 
naked nothing before God, and wonders that such a being should set 
his love on him. The more he feels his guilt, the more happy his hum- 
bled spirit is ; for guilt brings a sense of the precious mercy of his 
God and Saviour ; and he now perceives, what to some may seem a 
paradox, that if a sense of guilt were banished from heaven, much of 
the happiness of heaven would be banished with it. While he thus 
lies in the dust, gazing upon the face of God, he forgets to make cal- 
culation for his own cnaracter, and thinks not so much what he is or is 
to be, as what God is. He would rather enjoy the light of heaven in 
retirement, unknowing and unknown, than without mis to be arrayed 
in imperial purple. He feels indifferent to human distinctions, and has 
no present necessity to guard against the fear of man. He is naw con- 
scious of the impenetrable fortitude which disinterested humility can 
produce. With all his views, he is sensible that he yet sees but a 
glimpse of God, feels guilty for the want of clearer apprehensions, fears 
toe loss of the little sense he has, and pants earnestly after more. 

Such a glimpse of God had Job when all his glory fell and withered 
in the dust. No sooner had God spoken from the whirlwind, than he 
laid himself on his face and meekly said, « I have heard of thee by the 
hearing of the ear, but now my eye seeth thee ; wherefore 1 abhor my- 
self, and repent in dust and ashes." When Elijah was in Horeb, neither 
the " great and strong wind" that " rent the mountains and broke in 
pieces the rocks," nor yet the "earthquake" nor the "fire," could move 
him; but when the " still small voice" came, diffiising throusfh his soul 
a sense of God, instantly he wrapped his blushing mce in his mantle. 
When Isaiah saw "the Lord sitting on a throne high and lifted up, and 
his train" filling "the temple," and the seraphim crsring, "Holy, holy, 
holy is the Lord of hosts," and " the posts of the door" moving at the 
sound of their voice ; then it was that he exclaimed, " Wo is me, for 1 
am undone : because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the ^ 
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midst of a people of unclean lips ; [how did he discover this?J fcir my 
eyes have seen the Kin^, the Lord of hosts." When Peter discovered 
the Godhead of Christ shining gloriously through the man, he instantly 
fell at his feet, saying, " Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O 
Lord." When Daniel, Ezekiel, and John had visions of God, though 
it was but a glimpse that they saw, they fell on their faces and became 
as dead men. Thus it appears that a sight of God has the greatest pow- 
er to abase the creature. If then you wish tlie haughtiness of yoiir heart 
reduced, the torment of your pride relieved, and would enjoy the luxury 
of an humble mind, you must increase in the knowledge of God. 

III. This knowledge, at the same time that it is the most hum- 
bling, is the most exatthts'. One such view as Moses had, will raise 
the soul above the world and lift it to heaven. It will do more than 
all other views to ennoble the mind, to elevate it above the vulgar pur- 
suits of men, and make it conversant with the skies. If it is a dignity to 
be intimately acquainted with great wen, what is the dignity of knowing 
and being known of God? It is the most noble and sublime know- 
ledge, and worthy of the mqst aspiring desires of the immortal mind. 

IV. This knowledge brings with it the greatest happiness. One di- 
rect view of God fills the soul with greater peace than the most splen- 
did attainments in the subordinate branches of divine knowledge, — than 
the most extensive acquaintance with human science, — than all the 
glories of the world. Such is the nature of God, and such is the na- 
ture of man, that nothing in heaven or earth can fill the human soul 
with peace and joy, and satisfy its immortal cravings, but the knowledge 
and enjoyment of God, This is to be the happiness of heaven, because 
nothing greater can be provided for creatures. When the glories of God 
break upon the soul, peace descends upon it like " the dew of Hermon ;" 
all its disturbing passions 'are still ; it feels not the uneasiness of one un- 
satisfied desire. God reigns, — God is in its view, — God is its portion, 
and it is enough. It enjoys a peace which passeth understanding. 
Bright are its mornings, calm its noons, and serene its nights. When 
the ardent Peter cast an afiectionate eye upon the churches, he would 
breathe no wish more fervent than that "grace and peace" might 
" be multiplied unto" them " through the knowledge of God and of Je- 
sus our Lord." Let the race of men then return from their idle pur- 
suits, and know that the shortest and only road to happiness is found. 
Here is the great secret discovered which men have searched for in 
every land, and roved to seek in the ends of the earth. 

These direct views of God, and none but these, can bless the soul 
with " the full assurance of hope." The lower exercises of religion can- 
not do it. Self examination, without these direct views, cannot do it. 
But under these open views, the Christian is conscious of taking firm 
hold of God in Christ, and knows that there is not a phantom in his 
embrace, but the very God of brael. He sees him to be a solid rock, 
and knows that he rests his soul on him and cannot sink. He is conscious 
of believing in him, and trusts in the divine word that he shall be ac- 
cepted and kept to the heavenly kingdom. His former hopes, which 
arose from tender meltings of soul, were feeble and wavering ; but 
now his hope is a solid thing, excited by an open view of the fulness 
and faithfulness of God in Christ. He can now lift an unpresuming 
eye to heaven and call it all his own. He can gaze at the throne of 
God which once rocked with thunders, and see no terrors there. With 
lips trembling with gratitude and eyes sufiused with tears, he can look 
pp and call the Ahnighty God his father, and the blessed Jesos his So. 
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yiouT and his brother. Standing on the summit of Pis^ah and stretch- 
ing his eyes over his inheritance, he rejoices " with joy unspeakable 
and full of glory." This is the blessed consequence of " increasing 
in the knowledge of God." « Acquaint now thyself with him and be 
at peace ; thereby good shall come unto thee." 

Suffer me now, my dear hearers, to bring these several arguments to 
bear on the single point, and to press you with their united force 
to devote yourselves to the study of God, and to earnest exertions after 
more clear and spiritual views of him. 

My first address shall be to professing Christians. By all the mo- 
tives which have been presented, I pray you, my brethren, not to rest 
satisfied with superficial knowledge, nor with enlarged knowledge of 
subordinate branches of Christian science ; but seek earnestly to obtain 
a deep and spiritual discernment of God. Rest not contented with the 
name and profession of Christians. Rest not contented with a few se- 
rious thoughts, added to a cold round of external duties, while your 
minds remain confiised on every elevated point of religious truth. 
Think it not enough that you can weep at a description of Christ's suf- 
ferings, without understanding the designs of his death or discerning 
the glories of the way of salvation by him. Seek to know more of the 
vast designs which God is carrying into execution in the government of 
the world. Strive to add to systematic knowledge, clear views of the 

iflory of God in all his works and ways. When you open your bibles, 
et it be with earnest desires to find something that shall give you a 
^eater insight into th^ character of God and the wonders of redemp- 
tion. When you open any other religious book, let it not be to amuse 
yourselves with the beauties of the style, nor to obt^iin mere systematic 
knowledge, nor to produce a general indiscriminate impression of se- 
riousness ; but to obtain, if possible, clearer and more extensive views 
of God. When you enter the house of God, let it not be to gratify cu- 
riosity, nor to conform to fashion, nor merely from a general wish to 
perform a duty ; but always come with a prayer on your tongue that 
you may behold the glory of God in the sanctuary, and carry away 
some enlarged views of his perfections. When you hold religious con-? 
versation with your Christian friends, let it not be to hear yourselves 
talk, and to indulge the common loquaciousness of empty iiiinds, nor 
to display your zeal, nor to enjoy the pleasure of being: moved your- 
selves or moving others to weep, nor even for the sake oi the mere sat- 
isfaction of spending a serious hour ; but let your object be to obtain 
and conmiunicate a more distinct and affecting knowledge of God, 
When you kneel to pray, let it always be with an intense desire to obtain 
clearer views of God, and to arise more deeply impressed with a sense 
of his glorious attributes. In the time of prayer, keep your eyes stead- 
fastly &ed on God, and let all the efforts of your devotion be tc) look 
fiirther and still further into the immeasurable heights of his perfec- 
tions. Let this be the object of all your serious meditations and of all 
your religious dudes. 

Such a course, persisted in with sincerity and ardor, could not fail 
to raise you to the rank of eminent Christians. If you would faitlifuUy 
make the experiment for a single year, you would see what a great dif- 
fidence it would make in your graces and comforts. And I will ven- 
ture to predict with confidence, that you will never grow in grace in 
any other way, and that you will grow in grace exactly in proportion 
as you sincerely pursue this course. You never will become eminent 
Christians on easier terms. Will you then set out in this course, and 
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ligion ; one doctrine of goyemment or one maxim of law that may 
not be examined ; that there is one tribunal, be it the Inquisitioa 
or the Star chamber, that may not be examined ; one custom or 
opinion that may not be tested by reason or the Bible ; that moment 
our liberty is at an end. A wedge is entered that may be driyen, 
and that will be driyen, until the whole &bric of ciyil and religious 
freedom is riyen asunder and is demolished. That moment we become 
a different people from those who landed on the rock at Plymouth, 
and those who planned and achieyed our liberty. That moment the 
dark shade of despotic power begins to stretch itself oyer our fair land. 
The shadows of death will spread all along our hills and yales ; and 
our country be destined to sink in the horrors of a long night of ages. 
This right of free discussion is not to be denied. It is to be con- 
ceded that all things pertaining to the public welfare may be exam- 
ined. There is to be no disturbance ; no interruption ; no intimi- 
dation ; there must be no stripes ; no burning ; no murdering for the 
most free and frill exercise of this right. Argument is to be met by 
argument and not by the fire-brand ; principles are to be settled 
most freely by discussion, and not ^y a rifle or a dirk ; thought is to 
be met with thought, and not by the cries of an inftiriated and in- 
toxicated multitude. What argument cannot put down must stand ; 
and what can be met by no other weapons than the fire-brand or the 
rifle must endure as long as the eyerlasting hills. — Eyery man, 
therefore, who can contribute in the least degree to the defence 
and illustration of this right confers an inyaluable seryice on his 
country, on human nature, and on the world. When his name 
shall haye been forgotten, the principles which his feeble powers 
haye contributed to defend shall liye in the augmenting happiness of 
mankind; in the eleyation of human nature to its highest dignity; 
in the liberal arts, the sciences, the literature of friture ages; in all 
the departments of state, in the supremacy of just and equal laws, 
and in the uniyersal glory of the church of Christ on earth. Be it 
ours to defend this right, and to help to transmit it unsullied to friture 
times.' By all the powers of argument it is to be defended ; by all 
the tenderness of persuasion; by all the firmness of Christian prin- 
ciple and lofly patriotism ; by eyery man who loyes his country or 
the church ; by ibe pen, the press ; in the pulpit, in the legislatiye hall ; 
by the fire-side, and in the seminary of learning. Thus only when 
this right is alwa3rs and eyery where conceded will the supremacy 
of the laws be maintained ; thus only can we look for the wide 
preyalence of Christian and yirtuous liberty and for the uniyersal 
reign of truth. Christians and fellow-citiasens, let there be one 
community on earth which shall assert and maintain the omnipo- 
tence and the supremacy of law ; one country where the capricious 
will of a despot, be it of an indiyidual or a mob; shall neyer be allowed 
to reign. 
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FAinil^T BEI^IOIOlf. 

** WUh tkeB ^m I establish my cove$iant ; amd thou shall ctme into the 
airi ; thouy and thy sonSy and thy %s\fsy and thy sons^ wives with 
thee.'' Genesis^ 6 : 1& 

We have here an example by which Gk>d teaches one of the 
principles of his administration of grace. In the prominent dis- 
pensations of temporal good and evil towards the earlier genera- 
tions of mankind, he revealed the more important principles on 
which his spiritual dispensations should, both then and now, pro- 
ceed ; and perhaps, did we read the Old Testament more for that 
end, we should find it a crowded record of examples, set forth 
in the old dispensation to be followed in the new. 

The principle presented in the text is the family covenant. I 
propose to treat the covenant in the case of Noah's salvation from 
the flood as an illustration of Gbd'd covenant of grace in its re- 
lation to families, and to explain and recommend the priinleges 
and the duties which that covenant involves. 

''With thee will I establish my covenant, and thou shalt come 
into the ark ; thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy sons' wives 
with thee." Grod thus gave Noah a solemn and specific pledge 
of salvation firom the flood ; and this pledge embraced his family 
with himself. To place in fair light the kind and the amount of 
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instruction conveyed to us by this covenant, these four things 
require notice : — the ritual relations of this covenant ; the mat- 
ters it contemplated ; the principle on which it proceeded, and 
the persons it embraced. 

As to the ritual relations of this covenant with Noah. We 
have no knowledge of any dispensation of rites and ceremonies 
peculiar to that age of the world, and determining the form or 
the spirit of the covenant, or even the terms of its description. 
It "was not a covenant of rites and ceremonies pertaining to a 
temporary system. In both the spirit and the form, it appertained 
to no changeable or occasional law ; but was conducted by the 
permanent laws of the kingdom of grace. Like the covenant 
with Abraham, it was made before all ceremonial laws, and did 
not depend on them for its existence, its meaning, or its effects ; a 
conspicuous and independent example of God's way of showing 
favor to his friends, and an example which we are taught to ex- 
pect he will follow, at least as his general rule. 

As to the matters which this covenant contemplated : — The 
favor promised to Noah and his family was a great distinction, 
and proper to the system of grace. This covenant was not in- 
deed what we commonly call the covenant of grace, the covenant 
which makes eternal life sure to God's elect through the atone- 
ment of Christ ; yet it was a covenant of grace, although it re- 
lated to a temporal good. It was not as if God had said to Noah, 
With thee will I establish my covenant, and thou shalt come into 
heaven ; thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy sons' wives 
with thee. Yet the favor which that covenant promised was as 
really grace, as that which promises heaven to the believer in 
Christ. The spirit of the promise was the same. For, so far as 
the flood was sent to punish sin, did not the grace of that covenant 
promise Noah and his family salvation from a part of the punish- 
ment of sin ? And it was properly deliverance, or salvation. Jt 
was not mere forbearance. The forbearance of God had been 
granted to all the generations of the human family who then had 
lived. Thousands of the most ungodly had been permitted to live 
the whole of the long term of life at that time allotted to man ; 
and was this favor to Noah nothing but such forbearance as this ! 

The principle on which this covenant proceeded was the 
identical principle of the christian dispensation, although less 
fully developed than in after days. Though Christ was not yet 
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dain in fact, he was in theory ; and the administration of grace 
was conducted from the first on the principles of his atonement 
and mediation. Abraham saw not only Christ's day as a pro- 
phet, but also the benefits of Christ's salvation as a saint. It is 
only tlirough Christ that favor has been ever shown to sinners ; 'and 
the salvation of Noah from the flood was as properly a benefit of 
Christ's death, as was the spiritual salvation of Noah in heaven. 

And the salvation was by faith. It was said of Enoch that he 
walked with Gk)d, and was not, for God took him. Noah, after his 
manner, walked with God, and he, for his testimony, was saved 
from the flood. And the righteousness of both these men is pro- 
nounced by Paul the apostle to be the righteousness of faith. 
The faith of Noah, like the faith of Abraham, was reckoned unto 
him for righteousness ; and that alone it was that constituted 
him righteous before God. The covenant with Noah proceeded 
therefore on Grospel principles ; bestowing a favor on Noah as a 
man of faith, and through the merits of that Redeemer by whom 
all the righteous have salvation. 

As to the persons whom this covenant respected : — The form 
of speech in which the covenant is announced is peculiar : " With 
thee will I establish my covenant, and thou shalt come into the 
ark, thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy sons' wives with 
thee." The covenant was with Noah in his single name, "With 
thee ;" not, " with thee and thy children." Noah was the only 
person to whom the language was addressed ; and his family are 
taken with him, as though they were a part of himself ; and by 
the terms of the covenant we are led to the unavoidable belief 
that had the father of those children been an ungodly man, they 
would in their existing character have enjoyed the benefit of no 
covenant. This is the feature of the covenant with Noah, to which 
attention is here especially requested. It was a covenant with 
Noah alone; but its provisions extended to others besides 
himself; and the principle on which others enjoyed its bene- 
fits, was that of sovereign and condescending favor towards the 
rigbteous man with whom the covenant was made. No one can 
read this language without receiving the impression that this ex- 
tension of the covenant was intended as a kindness to Noah 
himself, by which the blessing of his own salvation might be in- 
creased by the salvation of others who were dear to him, and 
whose welfare could thus be reckoned as a reward of his o?m 
righteousness. 
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The benefits of this covenant reached the family of Noah tbrougli 
their particular relation to him. That relation was, in the first 
place, the relation of near kindred. The persons were his sons, 
his wife, and his sons' wives ; the kindred of nearest d^rees. 
Remoter relatives were not embraced. And, in the second place, 
they fell within that line of relationship of which Noah himself 
ims the beginning. They composed a family of which he was 
the head. His brothers and sisters were not included. His fa- 
ther, indeed, at the coming of the flood, was dead ; having been 
taken, only five years before, from evil to come. But he was 
alive, and at the head of his patriarchate, when God made the 
covenant with Noah, and during one hundred and fifteen years 
after the ark is supposed to have been begun ; yet no place was 
provided for him in the covenant or in the ark. The only persons 
embraced in those gracious provisions, were persons who con- 
stituted what could properly be called his family. By the patri- 
archal arrangement, the branches of the family remained on the 
paternal estate until the death of the patriarch. To him, during 
his life, the general control of the household was yielded ; and 
he, as father and head, was responsible for the proper manage* 
ment of its affkirs. Each son had his personal rights ; and ex- 
ercised his subordinate prerogative in the immediate control of 
his own wife and children, but all the branches, with their par- 
ticular and more limited authorities, in some respects like states 
confederate, were under the general authority of the common 
patriarch. Thus Noah, while his father lived, was so far con- . 
sidered the head of his own branch, as to admit a particular dis- 
pensation towards him and his own children ; and after his fa- 
ther's death, still remained the head and natural representative of 
the household, consisting of all his sons and their families. 

One circumstance of Noah's family connections ought not to 
escape our notice. We will not presumptuously pry into the 
reasons of the divine counsels in this case ; yet the fact to which 
I now refer is fraught with instruction. The generations of Noah's 
near kindred were confined to a single one besides his own. ICs 
father was dead, and with the single exception of Enoch, who 
was translated in early life, Lamech was the first and only 
antediluvian patriarch who died before his first son was six hun- 
dred years old. Thus, at the time of the flood, Noah had nol 
a single ancestor living. A still more remarkable diversion of the 
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course of nature appears in the case of his children. Noah, of all 
bis line from Adam, appears to have been the only father who 
at six hundred years of age had but three children, and those all 
sons. Of every patriarch till Noah it is expressly said, he beg^ 
sons and daughters. Observe, too, the unprecedented interrup- 
tion of the progress of generations in the instance of his children. 
His sons were aU married, and had formed their matrimonial 
connections, for aught that appears, at the usual time of life ; but 
they bad no children. The other patriarchs previous to the flood, 
long before their six hundredth year, saw their children's chil- 
dren. Adam, at a little above six hundred, saw Enoch, his de- 
scendant of the sixth generation ; while Noah, at the time of the 
flood, sees his sons all married, but childless. There were chil'- 
4ren bom to them after the flood, as the historian minutely relates, 
but none before. 

Had now the all-wise God designed to disembarrass this family 
covenant with Noah from every thing which might prevent its 
application in after ages with their modified domestic arrange^ 
ments, and at the same time to relieve that righteous man from 
distress concerning the fate of a venerated ancestry, and of a 
beloved and tender posterity, the facts above stated would seem 
exactly suited to accomplish such a design. To save his filial 
affection from violence, and the covenant with htm from embra- 
cing persons over whom he had no control, and in whose behalf 
he held no parental and natural responsibility, his ancestors were 
seasonably removed by a natural death. To avoid resort to in- 
cestuous connections in re-peopling the earth, his children were 
all sons, who bad taken them wives from other families, and 
brought them to the patriarchal home. To relieve the covenant 
with Noah from concern with descendants over whose particular 
behavior the ancestor of second remove could generally have no 
immediate influence, and in reference to whom his parental re- 
sponsibility was intercepted by the intermediate responsibility of 
their own parents, his descendants are for the time confined to 
a single generation. A more precise adjustment of circumstances 
could not be requisite to adapt this covenant transaction to all 
ages and nations of mankind, while it afibrded Noah complete 
relief from embarrassments otherwise incident to the family ar- 
rangements of his day. 

In this covenant, moreover^ Noah held lo bis family the rel^ 
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tion of a representative; not constituted such, indeed, by their 
choice, but by the appointment of God. He was so, as it were, 
by nature. And this conspicuous case, with several others on 
record of different deg^es of notoriety, would lead us to suppose, 
without equal or stronger evidence to the contrary, that this re- 
presentative character belongs by nature to the parental relation. 
Is any other parental attribute more clearly designated in Scrip- 
ture than this? See Adam, Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth, 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and the twelve patriarchs, standing 
before God to hear the destiny of their posterity announced as 
the consequence of each father's character and deeds. The father 
seems to have acted not for himself alone, but for his children 
also. In the case of Noah, of all the cases on record, the princi- 
ple appears most prominent and undeniable ; a clear example of 
all the others. The covenant is with him, in behalf of both him- 
self and his family ; his wife, his sons, and their wives, who, from 
their relation to him, are dear to his affections, and whose general 
interests are blended with his own. His children are contempla- 
ted in him. He is righteous before God, and they share the bene- 
fits of his righteousness. He stood in the covenant, not as an 
individual, but as a father; the head of a household, to whose 
welfare, as well as to his own, his righteousness bore, through the 
grace of God, a very near and important relation. He was righ- 
teous for himself, and his righteousness availed for his family. 

The conditions on which this righteousness of Noah redound- 
ed to the benefit of his children will be stated in another place. 
One word here on the kind of benefit they received. True, it 
was a temporal benefit merely ; the grant of a term of years 
which they would not otherwise have lived. It was not a spirit- 
ual and eternal salvation ; and we know not with certainty that 
all or any of those three men and their wives were finally saved 
in heaven. The particular covenant now before us did not 
promise a spiritual salvation. The children received the same 
benefit from the covenant, on account of the father's righteous- 
ness, which the father himself received. Whether the covenant 
of grace with Noah, as an heir of heaven, — ^the covenant of which 
we are taking this as an example, did actually convey to his 
children, according to its gracious provisions, the benefits of his 
faith, depended on both his and their compliance with its condi- 
tions. The covenant of the ark availed for all concerned, be- 
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cause, as we shall hereafter see, all complied with its conditions* 
The covenant of eternal life avails equally for the benefit of all 
concerned, when its conditions are equally fulfilled. Now as to 
the fact of the eternal salvaftion of Noah's children : We have 
bints that both parents and children were more remiss in the 
duties of that covenant, than in those which related to the ark ; 
and on account of this remissness, the benefits of the covenant 
with the parent may have been forfeited by the children. Un- 
less thus forfeited, they are secure to the children ; for the 
principles and the style of the covenant is the same, whether 
it relates to temporal or spiritual good. Nay, the same cove- 
nant with a parent, as the head of a household, in one prominent 
case promises blessings both temporal and spiritual in the same 
terms. 

This principle of the family covenant being thus sufficiently 
manifest in the transaction with Noah, we will look for its appear- 
ance in other divine dispensations. 

And particularly in the case of Abraham. The covenant with 
Abraham wears two aspects as we view it from different posi- 
tions in the Scriptures : One, as the constitution of a visible 
church, with special prescriptions for its perpetuity ; the other 
as a formal pledge of spiritual blessings. In the first view, 
Abraham and his family received an ecclesiastical organization ; 
the covenant, or constitution extending in the first instance only 
to his own household. Here vwas presented another instance 
of the family covenant ; precisely, in principle, like that of Noah, 
though relating altogether to a different matter. As the covenant 
with Noah brought his children with him into the ark, so the 
covenant with Abraham brought his children with him into the 
church. And the children of both these patriarchs came to their 
respective privileges through their father's righteousness. Prom 
Abraham downward, the hereditary right of church privilege 
pervaded the whole family, unless exceptions were expressly 
taken. Abraham had his family with him entire in the first 
generation, but the descent was confined to Isaac. '' In Isaac 
shall thy seed be called." In the family of Isaac again was 
another and the last selection ; " as it is written, Jacob have 
I loved, but Esau have I hated." Prom that point the branch- 
es were left entire, and the privileges dnd obligations of the 
visible church extended through the head to all the members 
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of the fmmily. Nay more ; If a heftlhen head of a Cunily beetse 
a proselyte to the Hebrew oburchy he brought bis ftmily widi 
hiniy and his own circumeieion waa a warrant for placing tkt 
seal of the covenant on erery male belonging to him ; and hit 
family was thus transferred entire into the corenanted househdd. 
Thus the children even of proselytes became lawfnl heirs to Ut 
church estate. 

This imposing example of the same principle on which Nosh'i 
family were preserved with him in the ark, shows Qod's estaoi 
for the family relation. So sacred was the household tie, tte 
the perpetuity of the visible church was established upoa it; 
and a just and all-sufficient reason for a person's beloi^;ing to the 
aftcient church \yas his belonging to the family of a church mcD- 
ber. Such a person could not become an alien from the oob* 
monwealth of Israel and a stranger to the covenant of pramise, 
unless, for flagrant violation of duty, he was cut off froB bif 
people. 

Nor was this inheritance of outward privilq^ confiaed to the 
old dispensation. Suffer the little children to oome imto af 
says the Saviour, for of such is the kingdom of heaven. Tbej 
alsoy when brought in by believing parents, belong to the viflhle 
church. Was not this a gathering of the children with the pe- 
rents into the ark ? 

Among the early christians, as at Corinth, the qutfstioii WM 
agitated, whether a husband and a wife, of whom one was a ^ 
liever and the other not, ought not to separator Paul saye tkey 
otq^t not, and appeals to the church relation of the cbBdies to 
justify his deci^n. The unbelieving husband is sanctified pJ 
the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the hmbod; 
dse were your children unclean, that is, separate from e^cit^ 
ordinances ; but now are they holy, that is, fit pertakere « 
church privilege. "Unclean" was the word' which anciefl^r 
signified the state of a person suspended from the enjoymcBt* 
public privileges with the people of God ; and "h<dy" ^^^^ , 
the state of one entitled to those privileges. Although o»e w • 
the parents were an unbeliever, the children were not excom©^ 
nicate, for the children follow the state of the believing pa^** 
not the unbelieving. So then the covenant of church pn^*W 
is established with the believing parent, and the cbildraa^*! 
in for a share of the benefits of the parent's faith. U ^^ 
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family covenant of Noah, applied to the outward priyileges of 
the church. Thus far of the outward and temporal advantage* 
connected with the covenant of promise. 

Next, as to the covenant of spiritual favor : Abraham, as a 
man of faith and an heir of eternal life, had a family covenant, 
with conditional securities for the spiritual salvation of his seed. 
His faith in God was reckoned unto him for righteousness ; and 
by his faith he was justified before God. He thus became the fa- 
ther of all them that believe ; — the father of the circumcision, or 
of the heirs of his faith among the descendants of his body, and 
all believing proselytes who should come into the covenant 
family through the door of circumcision ; — and the father of the 
uncircumcision, or those believers who should come into the 
christian church by th^ simpler rite to which circumcision should 
give place. The spiritual seed of Abraham were the heirs of 
his faith, and whether these children were raised up unto him 
of his own body, or of " these stones," they were all to be found 
in the visible church. " 1 have made thee a father of many na- 
tions." By the propagation of his blood, a single nation should 
be kept separate, a holy nation, a peculiar people, to which " all 
the families of the earth " should in process of time be joined 
by the propagation of his faith. Gen. 12:2, 3. Now, the cove- 
nant, '' In thee shall all families of the earth be blessed," unde- 
niably embraces the promise of spiritual blessing — Abraham be- 
comes the father of all these families by their coming under the 
church covenant as a portion of " the seed," and as professors 
of his faith ; and in every case in which the ou^ard profession 
of faith is a true index of the inward power, the spiritual bless* 
edness is secured by that covenant. The root of the olive was 
planted in his family, and its fatness was to be imparted to the 
Gentiles, who should be " grafted in " by a profession of the 
faith of Abraham. A profession of faith authorized the visible 
transfer of the wild olive branch to the root of the good olive-tree, • 
where it " partook of the root and fatness of the olive ;" while 
its continuance there depended on the sincerity of the profes- 
sion of faith. " Because of unbelief, they were broken off; and 
thou standest by faith." Thus Abraham, with the net of his 
church covenant, com.es in between the God of the promises 
and the world that lieth in wickedness, and gathers of every 
kind ; the many who are called, and the few who are chosen ; 
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the multitudes of Israel, as the sands of the sea, and the 
Rant who shall be saved ; all they who are of Israel^ and they 
who are the Israel of God. 

Through all this process the ii^tbering goes on, as we have 
seen, by families. The children bom to abelieyer are not ^^od- 
clean," but ^^holy," and come, of hereditary right, '^into the con- 
gregation of the Lord/' Adult proselytes from the world to the 
church bring their families along with them, and the family is 
grafted together into the good olive-tree. The question now 
meets us : Is there any spiritual advantage in all thisi Are these 
initiated children more likely to be saved than others? 

It appears plain that they are ; and for reasons which it 
seems wrong to disregard. Salvation is, indeed, dispensed to sin- 
ners according to the sovereign pleasure of €tod, who hath mercy 
OR whom he will have mercy. But in dispensing salvation he 
is faithful to his appointed methods. He saves by means, and on 
the conditions of his promises. His means are instruction, a 
religious education, and solemn impression ; and the promise with 
its condition is, whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord 
shall be saved. He authorizes his people to bring their children 
with them, as we have seen, not only to the instructions of his 
word, but to a share with them in the privileges of his church ; 
Mid says, for the comfort and encouragement of the parents, "of 
such is the kingdom of heaven." His covenant admits them 
there. Express provision is found there for them. And if the 
parents who thus plant them in his vineyard train them up in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord, are they not the mo^ 
entitled to the humble hope of their children's salvation, for thas 
placing them in the circle of his gracious covenant? True, some 
brou^t to Grod are not saved. Some of them, doubtless, live and 
die in unbelief. Buf, <<what if some did not believe? Shall their 
unbelief make the faith of Grod of no effect?" Because some Jews 
■did not believe, was there no profit in circumcision? "The faith 
of Qoi ;" what does that expression imply ? Had Grod indeed 
made a promise which could be understood as a pledge of eternal 
salvation to all the children of Abraham? The Jews affected so 
to understand it ; but they perverted the covenant, and all its 
gracious promises. They made the covenant embrace too many 
people, with too little respect for its conditions ; and objected 
that if any Jews perished the promise would be broken. The 
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apostle argues that the '^ faith of God" would not be broken; 
that it would be fully kept if a remnant only were saved. And 
the argument is an implied admission that the faith of God is 
pledged for the salvation of some who are embraced in the church 
covenant And if of any, then of whom? Does he not regard 
the faithfulness and the prayers of those who guide their children 
in his ways ; who keep the covenant on their part ; who trust ht 
his gracious promise, and plead it, and live in hope of its fulfil- 
ment? We are surely entitled to the comforting belief that the 
eye of his electing love is upon the children of such prayer, and 
faith, and hope, and that these precious fruits of the Spirit, lNx>ugbt 
forth in the parental heart in relation to the dear objects of na- 
tural a£fection, will, by virtue of the gracious covenant,, and by 
the same Spirit, be propagated in the hearts of the children, to 
the joy of the parent and the children's eternal salvation. 

In the glorious scene of the day of Pentecost the family pro^ 
mise appears. '^ Repent," says Peter, ''and be baptized, and ye 
shall receive the Holy Ghost. For the promise is to you and to 
your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the 
Lord our God shall call." Most remarkable terms ! But what 
had that convicted assembly, in that moment of their own ai^^uisk, 
to do with a'promise to their children ? And what had those Jews 
from all countries to do with a promise to Gentiles, mentioned 
as afar off? It was due to them that the Gospel principle of 
gracious dispensation should be early and clearly stated. And it 
is this : The promise is to you, [Jews,] and to your children, and 
to them that are afar ofi; [Gentiles,] and to their children ; (for 
80 the expression is to be filled out,) even as many as the Lord 
our God shall caU. Here an evangelized Jew, familiar with the 
Old Testament language respecting the call of people by families 
well acquainted with the history of Noah, whose case he after- 
wards quoted in one of his apistles, now a preacher of the Gos- 
pel, full of the Holy Gho<9t, stands before a multitude of awaken- 
ed sinners, whom, as he supposed, the Lord his God had called, 
> and declares that the promise of the Holy Ghost is to them and 
their children. As Abraham had a promise to him and to his 
children ; as Noah had a promise to him and his children ; so 
''the promise of the Holy Ghost" is to believers and their chil- 
dren. On this principle the apostle seems to have practised. When 
we see Paul baptizing the jailer's family aA PhiUppi, we seem 
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sure that he had taught that father the pentecostal doctrines of 
Peter; '^the proinise is to thee and to thy children." And so also 
when at Corinth, he baptized the household of Stephanas. 

Let the christian father who seeks encouragement in training 
his children, look at righteous Noah leading his household into 
the ark, and saving them from the overflowing destruction by 
the sensitive and tender cords of his own faith. Let the flood 
represent the final wrath of God against the wicked ; the ark, 
Christ the sinner's refuge; the covenant with Noah, God's 
gracious covenant with parents; the faith of Noah, the faith of a 
parent in the covenanted mercy of God ; and may we not trust 
that as Noah^s faith and his leading tiis family into the aric were 
the means by which electing mercy came to his children, so the 
humble faith of a christian parent, and faithfulness in teaching 
the children the ways of the Lord, and commending them to the 
mercy of his covenant, will be the means of brining salvation to 
the children. Christian parent, try it and see the result. Think 
not lightly of this covenant till, after thorodgh trial, you have 
proved it inefficacious. It is easily overlooked. Some despise 
it openly, and are bold enough to denounce, as a human device, 
the admission of children to aAy covenant privileges. But with 
such examples and such precepts before you in the Bible, can 
you think lightly of this doctrine of the family covenant ? Let your 
children come with you to the altars of the Lord, as set apart to 
him, not ^^ undean but holy," with the sign und the seal of Grod's 
gracious covenant upon them. Spend your days in pleading with 
God the promises of that covenant, and with them its obligations; 
and then if your doctrine prove a delusion, and the children of 
your love, of your faith, and of your prayer must perish, their 
ruin cannot have been caused by your mistake. Your error will 
be found harmless and safe. But (f this covenant of God be in 
force, and his people, by their neglect of it, render it of no efiect, 
wo to those children on whom the final consequences of that neg- 
lect shall fall ! 

Some parent, perhaps, may retire from the contemplation of 
this part of the subject, with something like the following lamenta- 
tion: If these things be so, I was bom in the visible church; 
was solemnly given to God by my parents, who bore me in the 
arms of faith to his altar ; I held by inheritance a title to a share 
in the outward privileges of the church ; I was a child of prayer ; 
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but bj my own perseveriDg unbelief and impenitence I am cut- 
ting myself off from the congregation of the Lord, and becoming 
a Toluntary alien and apostate. And here are my children, whom 
I am separating from the covenants of promise with myself. I 
tremble under such responsibility ; for it must be a heavy and a 
bitter curse that falls on him who interrupts the succession of 
God's covenanted generations. 
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SERMON CCLXXXI. 



BY REV. J. W. YEOMANS. 



FAMILY SALTATION. 

".dtui AboA tMiit in, and his sonSf and his tD^e^ andkis sons^ wtctswA 
himy into the ark, because of the waters of the flood.^^ — Gen. 7 : 7. 

The family of Noah, as we have seen, enjoyed a precious fruit of 
their father's righteousness. It was to them an inestimable blessing 
that their father was a man of faith. When the Grod in whom be 
believed proposed to make his case a permanent example of the 
fiivor to be hoped for by the righteous, he put the children with the 
father in the provisions of the gracious covenant ; and they receiv- 
ed a benefit of the father's righteousness on the ground of their re- 
lation to him. 

How happily does the spirit of this covenant agree with the live- 
ly sentiments of natural affection in the heart of the christian pa- 
rent. Had Noah beenxhosen alone to that salvation, and had his 
family been left involved in the perdition of the ungodly worid, 
while his faithful instruction and their faithful obedience had been 
the same as it was, what a scene had been presented in that house- 
hold at the moment of the parent's supposed final separation 
firom the children ! There was a tender element in his fatherly love 
which came not from the tie of blood. His children were pious to- 
wards their father, if not towards God ; and this filial piety, «while 
without the father's faith it could stand them ia no stead before 
God as a ground of their salvation from the flood, did nevertheless 
prove the delicate line by which the father's faith led them into 
the ark. And how tenderly did it endear them to him ! They had 
been the objects of his pious care. Their welftire had engaged his 
anxious concern. Their character was, under God, the creature of 
his own influence. He had prayed with them. He had prayed for 
them. He had instilled into their minds the doctrines of his own ri^ 
teousness. They, by their father's counsels, had kept themselves 
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from the aboimiiatione of the ¥rorid ; and seemed wiUing, as their his- 
tory showsi rather to adhere to his doctrines and go with him into the 
ark» than to take their chance with the rest of the world. How the ob« 
jects of such affisction and such care entwine themselves around a 
parent's heart, a parent only can know ; and that parent only whose 
tender devotion to his children is sweetened by an equally tender de- 
votion to €rod. What hopes of future fruit from such culture ! How 
precious that field where he has sown in such tears ; the field which 
he has fenced and guarded from the tread of the destroyer, and in 
which he has watched day and night for the springing of the pre- 
cious Made ! To see such a field deluged with the waters of a pre- 
mature destruction were an affliction which could not come upon 
so devoted a friend of God, except for palpable reasons. Imagine 
him tearing himself away from his weeping family, to go alone into 
the aric : My children, you hear him say, I have been warned of 
God that he is about to destroy the worid by a flood. By his di- 
rection I have built this ark, in which he has promised to save my 
life. I have taught you the duty which Grod requires of you. I 
have prayed for you. You have witnessed my labor and expense 
in buildmg this ark ; you have approved them ; you have joined 
me in them ; and have cheerfully consented to this application of 
property, which, had you survived my decease, would have fallen 
by inheritance to you. But I have received no command to take 
you with me into the ark. And although, in the sorrow of my fa- 
therly heart,. I could wish to die for you, or even with you, yet I go 
myself into a safe refuge from the storm and the flood, and must 
resign you to destruction. 

Could such a scene be looked for under a dispensation of mercy ; 
and in a case, too, where kindness to a beloved friend is the sole 
and professed reason for the act, and where the faithfulness of that 
friend in all his duties as a parent is openly approved 1 YHiat vio- 
lenee, without cause, to those profound and sacred sentiments 
of parental love implanted by Grod's own hand in the bosom of 
man ; sentiments which in no degree of their power are the ofi- 
spring of evil in the heart ; nay, which are increased in their very 
tenderness by the sfurit of devotion which Qoi approves. To tor- 
ture thus the spirit of a godly man, who, it would seem, had nothing 
for which to reproach himself^ nothing for which God upbraided 
him in the matter of parental duty ; whose children, by their duti- 
ful compliance with his commands in the matter pertaining to the 
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covenant of the ark, had knit themaelres with every fibre of hia 
fatherly heart ; we say not by any means that Noah could in jostioe 
claim better treatment at the hand of God, but we do say it seems 
not like the manner of the grace of Ck>d. Such are not the tendo* 
mercies of the Liord. He professes to regard the a£Gections of na- 
ture in the hearts of his own children, and i^iapes the methods of 
his grace to his schemes of creation and providence. 

The principles on which this act of divine favor proceeded from 
father to son claim here to be carefully traced. It does not appear 
diat Shem, Ham, and Japbeth would have been saved from the 
flood had not their father been a righteous man. It is not said 
that they were righteous before Qoi. It is not intimated that they 
were consulted in relation to the covenant ; or that the covenant 
was made mtk them in any personal sense. It was for them, but 
with their father ; in the whole transaction he was their representa- 
tive ; and his righteousness was so imputed to them, that provision 
was made for them in the ark as though they, like him, were righ- 
teous. AU was done through him, and in his name. This seems 
the true representation of these transactions. 

The natural bond which bound them all together in the bundle of 
salvation was the bond of parental and filial love. Had Noah felt 
for his offspring no love, tender and chastened by the power of his 
pious faith ; or had his love been less ; or had it been only a self- 
ish and depraved affection, which often in this world goes by the 
sacred and much abused name of parental love ; or had he exer* 
cised his affection in a less religious treatment of his children ; — 
then, if even himself could have been saved as a righteous man, he 
could not have such hope for the salvation of his children. The 
cords of natural affection became, as it were, conditional conductors 
of divine favor to the children, and the conditions on which that 
favor was transmitted now demand our attention. 

I. An evident condition on which the family of Noah were em- 
braced with him in the ark, was his faithful instructicm and his pa- 
rental control. That in both these respects Noah did his du^ to his 
fiunily, is clear from the result His children agreed in their views 
of truth and duty with him, and not with the rest of the worid. 
They all went with him into the ark. They consented to their 
father's faith in relation to the coming of the flood; and since God 
had warned him, and he believed God, he vi^amed them, and they 
belie^'ed him. He was not so fearful lest his children should not 
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be free and rational in adofrting their opinkms that he could not 
teaoh them Kb own ; but, surc^ that opuiions which were safe ibr 
him would be safe for them, he did not hesitate to instil his doc- 
trines into their minds. 

This word i$^sM is intended here to denote much more than to 
r^mnmtmd. The teaching of the parent implies a more powerful 
influence than mere exfdanation and recommendation* Iliere is a 
theory which forbids a child to be taught truth any fieuster than he 
ean comprehend the evidences of it; which brands as eril preju- 
dice all belief not founded on the perception of eridence. But 
of this theory the practice (^mankind is, and must be, a perpetual 
contradiction. If a child were not permitted to beheve and practise 
mpon philosophical truth till he could perceive and waif^ its enri- 
deoces, how long in this woAd could he live ? And is there no re- 
ligious truth sufficiently fixed and certain for a child to receive and 
act upon under a parent's direction? The precepts of the Bible 
presume that there is. The laws of nature, which control the pa- 
rental relation and dictate the parental duties, proclaim that tber^ 
is ; and these all assert that the parent is bound to find out truth 
for his children, and teach it diligently to them. 

The reason of this duty is founded in the natural right and power 
of parental controL The parent can teach with authority ; and he 
m the only hitman teacher who can. The preacher before bis co'n- 
f^pegaticm can only explain and prove truth, and recommend it by 
oonnderation of the propriety of which every hearer daims and ex- 
ercises right to judge for himself. But the parental prerogative 
controls the child's opinions ; and i£, by skill in governing his child 
and guiding his eariy thoughts, the parent can mould his child's 
opinioss according to his pleaeurei, no natural ri^ts of the child, 
no pow^, either civil or ecdettastical, can properly interfere with 
his privilege. He holds the unquestionable ri^ to command his 
child in ihe way which he conscientiously bfUeves to be duly. 
Ki is the first judge of his child's duty. And for the successful 
fOEcreise of that right, his relation to the child a£fords the most im* 
portent facilities. The diild is cast at his birth upon his parent's 
care. He has at first no more of opinion or of knowledge, except 
what he receives from the parent, than he has of liberty or proper- 
ty. He receives truth and acts upon it without examination, with- 
out a gUmpee of evidence, and even without knowing the connec- 
tion 1>elwcen Irwth and the evidence which supports it At this 
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point of first impreesioDs the power of the parent over the ooBd's 
impressions is ahnost absolute. No power of one finite mind over 
another can be more complete. Here is the banning of the sp- 
tern of parental control It is the power of the parent over first im- 
pressions. He has his children so much at his conunand that he 
may justly be responsible for their opinions, as he is for his own. 
And when right principles are thus early inculcated, the parent has 
great advantage over the raaturer years of his offspring. In Noah's 
family we have remaricable evidence of his faithfulness. Thos6 
three sons and their wives honored their father's faith^ and sub- 
mitted to his direction. During those long hundred and twenty 
years, while their father was spending his time and his substance 
on that immense aric ; while the changes of nature went quietly on 
around them, and all things remained as they were from the foun- 
dation of the world ; while all the world besides were perhaps de- 
riding him; his family clave to his interest, and shared in his re- 
proach ; and he led them all into the ark, amidst the bcoSs of the 
ungodly neighbors, and under as bright a sun, perhaps, as ever 
shone. 

This fact declares a volume on the subject of parental control 
Let us learn a lesson from it <' Thou shalt come into the ark, and 
thy children." Had Noah sacrificed his control over his family to 
a' vain ambition to have them appear independent and high-mind- 
ed in the world, they might 'not have been saved. They might 
have refused to come with him into the ark. The management of 
the family in this matter is committed to him. God commands 
him, and leaves him to command his children. And by a strict and 
wise parental discipline he so commanded that not one disobeyed. 

Would a parent know what things they are which he is bound to 
teach his children ? They are the things which he thinks it safe 
and proper for him to hold himself. The parent should find opt 
the truth for himsflf and them. He has more than himself to pro- 
vide for. The word of Grod to every parent, like the word of Noah, 
is intended for the children likewise. Alas, then, for those children 
whose parents have no word of God for them ; no covenant of God 
to commend to them; no faith in Gk>d to exemplify before them; 
no influence over their tempers and dispositions to keep them out 
of the world of wickedness. 

Would the parent know how far he may trust Grod in relation to 
the salvation of his childi^n ? Trust in proportion your own faith- 
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islness. Do you keep your children under your authority and 
care ? Do you hold what you humhiy and prayerfully believe to 
be the truth ; and thus do you teach your children your own doc- 
trine, or do you employ others to teach them theirs ? Who are 
they, christian father and mother, whom you are permitting to give 
the first religious impressions to your dear children, concerning 
whom (3od hath a covenant only with you ? Do you teach your 
children their duty, or, teaching them nothing yourself, do you send 
them elsewhere to be taught? If you shun the labor and the 
responsibiUty of teaching your children yourself, and substitute 
other influences over them for your own, you know not whither 
those influences may lead them ; and how can you cherish a more 
rational faith for their salvation than you could for your own while 
you neglect the means of securing it ? 

Would the parent know what faithfulness to his children is ? 
Noah gusurded his family efiectually against the seductions of the 
world. He was not, we may presume, particularly anxious lest his 
children should not learn the ways of the world, and be familiar 
with every fashion and folly of the day. Very possibly they were 
thought less accomplished than many of their neighbors ; less versed 
in the arts of fashionable life ; and less practised in the superficial 
forms of refinement as it sometimes prevails ; but then they were 
saved from the flood ; a distinction which, in the end, their scorn- 
ful superiors might have envied; a happiness which both them- 
selves and their father considered a manifold compensation for the 
refinements and the empty pleasures they had forsaken. Let every 
' christian parent guard with special care his influence over his 
children. It is a precious trust. It is easily and often betrayed. 
Tet happy is he whose children are so completely under his pious 
control that they will believe with affectionate promptness on the 
credit of their father's faith ; that they will understand and respect 
their father's opinions and his pious practices; and not give them- 
selves away as captives to the power of the vain and wicked world 
in spite of his parental care. 

Then would the parent know what to expect as the good efiect 
of his faithfulness. Expect to see your children grow up with a 
filial reverence for yout doctrines and your religious ways ; pre- 
possessed in favor of the faith their father cherished, and of the 
life he lived. They will have your religious opinions, instead of 
none at aH. They wiU incline to your modes of worship and your 
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dKDtsh, instead of being distracted among many, or disinclined to 
alL If they widi to investigate truth for themselves, as, if Aey 
are rightly trained, they doubtless wiU, they will have some o{mi- 
ions which they will respect for their father's sake, and which diey 
win hold till they find those that please them better ; instead of 
havii^ BO fixed ojnnions, and beings from a dissipated and unsettled 
habit of mind, averse to adopting any. It is a sad misfortone for a 
famfly of children, when the parents differ in their religious views; 
one belonging to one denomination, the other to another. The 
manifest and mournful effects of this diversity on the religious 
character and prospects of the Ifamily deserve to be held up as a 
solemn warning to those who are fonning their marriage connec- 
tions. The evil of such difii^^nce <^ religious faith between parraats, 
however conscientious and kind, is exceedingly great To the 
clnldren it is next to no religion at all. Let parents who flios M- 
ferwith each other, weigh the consequences to their oflfepring, and 
consider Whether conscience in respect to their children's wel£u« 
be not as solemn a matter as conscience respectii^ their own sec- 
tarian peculiarities ; and whether they ought not, for conscience' 
sake, on some tenns to agree. It is a solemn subject ; and the 
best way to escape difficulty in the case is to shun the unequal mar- 
riage connection at the outset 

The consequences of defective discipline will appear in the ir- 
regular habits of the family in respect lo religion. Has die diris- 
tian father too little ii^uence to command the presmice at his Uaai- 
ly at daily prayer, or to take them with him to his seat in the house 
of public worship^ let him not wonder, i^ before he dies, he sees 
his children running, with a g^ddy curiosity, after doctrines which 
he disbelieves, and falling under an alien influence stronger than his 
own. Wo to them, and unhappy for him, i^ when the flood is about 
come, and he calls his family to go with him into the ark, he finds 
he has no influence over them, and they will not come, bi such 
defects as have now been mentioned may we look for those m- 
fluences which sunder the ties of religious unity into households ; 
which leave them to fi:itter into sepatrate and volatile parses with 
every wind of doctrine and sleight of men, and make in some iimi* 
lies as many denominations of worshipers as there are individuab 
who worship QoA at aU. Thus far of the covenant obligations of 
tfie parent 

IL Let us turn to those c£ the ohiUmoL 
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It was the part of Noah's children to receire his word on the 
subject of the flood, and act upon it, with all submission. He was 
their appointed teacher; and unless they could discern such signs 
of mental infirmity in him as might neutralize his counsels, it must 
require the strongest evidence to set his instructions aside. There 
is but one condition on which the child may righteously disr^;ard 
the conscientious and pious teaching of a parent It is when, with 
equal conscientiousness and piety, the child has formed opinions 
and chosen practices which seem to him more agreeable to the 
will of God. Otherwise he slights his father's counsels at his periL 

Let the question then be put to those sons and daughters of 
sainted faith and love who were brought in infancy to the altars 
of Grod; whose infant helplessness was borne up by hands spread 
forth to heaven in prayer ; whose infant smile was courted by lips 
on which the name of Jesus rested, and whose cradled slumbers 
were invoked by sounds of melodious devotion ; — ^you were warned, 
as you grew up, of the wrath to come ; you were shown the ark 
of safety and the way to enter it ; — Have you held by your par^its' 
counsels ? If not, have you foimed a conscientious judgment that 
thefar way was wrong? Have you searched out better doctrine 
than they held ; or better rules of life than they.foUowed ? You 
have now perhaps families of your own. Your infant sorrows were 
soothed by the song of christian faith, and hope, and holy joy. 
Do you sing a sweeter song over the cradle of your own ofispring? 
You were brought to the holy altar of the God of mercy, and de- 
voted to him, and commended to his mercy. Have ye renounced 
that parental vow as unlawful, uiyuet, and impious, that now, when 
your assent to its obligations is sought, you will not give it ; that, 
when exhorted to the adoption of your parents' faith, you will not 
yield it? And as to your own children — ^have you bound them 
to a holier altar, or devoted them to a better Master ? The simple 
prayer% dictated to your lisping responses as you sank into the 
placid slumbers of every night — you do not teach them to yow 
children. Did they do you harm ? Have you found out some- 
thing better; some sc^er, purer charm, with which to tinge the 
calm and meUow verge of your children's repose? Tou do not 
read the word to your housdiold, nor lead them daily to the throne 
ot grace. How is it that you can swerve so deliberately from the 
way in which you ware brought up ; that you can withstand the 
iMfluence of those fatherly and motherly instructions, and Inreak in 
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upon those solemn associations that governed your childhood and 
youth? 

It was the part of Noah's children to approve, maintain, and obey 
the religious regulations of their father's household. The family 
must be unanimous. They must follow him whose faith brings 
covenant blessings to them. Think of those sons of the pious 
patriarch, hoping to be saved from the flood, yet stealing away from 
the paternal roof at the hour of prayer, and holding their father's 
devotion in contempt. Or, if each had his household apart, imagine 
them taking wives who disagreed with them in their reUgious views, 
and would not join in their religious exercises ; and then with their 
wives forsaking the estabUshed and famiUar household practices of 
their father. Would any one suppose that the faith of a common 
parent was bringing these dissenting children within the compass 
of the same divine favor ; that they were about to enjoy a common 
deUverance from the flood by virtue of their father's faith ? 

Yet such unhappy families are not unknown. The parents, per- 
haps, are conscientious and tender of their children's welfare ; but 
lacking skill and decision, they lose control over their children 
as they grow up. The children freely indulge their propensities ; 
learn to be every where else more than at home ; contract a dis- 
relish for theur parents' religion ; and then, being repelled by the 
very appearance of the needful restraint, they acquire a disgust for 
family religion, and a feeling of excuse for hating it on account of 
its repulsive aspect. The stale proverb that children of the strict- 
est families are the most wayward of all, has its origin in these 
failures. It is the kind of restraint, not the degrecy that is defective. 
It is an outward force, which does not subdue the spirit It ap- 
pUes a momentary strain to the stubborn will ; but leaves it, when 
the force is removed, to return to its natural state, like the drawn 
bow, with a violence the greater for the greater restraint 

I appeal to those sons and daughters now grown up, who are 
called together morning and evening to the reading of the Scrip- 
tures, and to prayer: Do you cheerfully obey the summons? Is 
that obedience your delight ? Or having gone from your father's 
home to your own, do you there call on the name of the Lord ? If 
not, how can you so widely depart from your parents' ways, against 
reason, affection, and conscience, and set up a prayerless household, 
such a household as you never lived in till you made it for yourself? 

It was the duty of Noah's family to follow his personal exa^ppie 
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of pious obedience. This, in the matter of the ark, they did. They 
forsook all, as he did, at the word of the Lord. We hear no mur- 
murings among them against the expense and labor of the ark ; no 
remonstrances against what the world might call the fooUsh en- 
terprise; no hesitation in following his direction and example 
throughout. God said to Noah, Thy sons, and thy wife, and thy 
sona' wives shall go with thee into the ark ; and they went, — a 
striking instance of fiUal submission. Noah forsakes all at the 
word of the Lord, to go into the ark, and seek salvation in the ap- 
pointed way. His children forsake all, and go with him ; — a pat- 
tern of obedience for all children of the covenants of promise. 
Christian father and mother, may it be yours, through the grace of 
God, to command your children in the ways of the Lord's covenant, 
and to see them obey. 

And lest you lose this blessedness, take warning from the noto- 
rious cases of failure recorded for your admonition. When the 
determined overthrow of Sodom drew nigh. Lot was chosen to be 
saved. But how fared his children. Two of his daughters were 
married to Sodomites, and when their father received the heavenly 
warning and ran, in his fatherly yearnings, to warn them, they would 
not hear. They were earnestly inquired after by the angels : " Hast 
thou here any besides ? sons-in-law, and thy sons, and thy daugh- 
ters, and whatsoever thou hast in the city." He hastens to his 
daughters and their husbands : My children, the merciful Lord in- 
quires particularly after you, because you are mine. " Up, get ye 
out of this place, for the Lord will destroy it" " But he seemed 
as one that mocked unto his sons-in-law." Here was one father's 
influence over his children. He himself and his unmarried daugh- 
ters were saved, " yet as by fire." But what was the end of those 
other children ? 

And where found he those sons-in-law when he went to call them ? 
In the haunts of blasphemy, think you not, and of drunkenness, of 
gambling, and of the nameless abominations with which Sodom 
abounded, and which caused its overthrow ? Where were those 
children when their father was at prayer, deploring befcoe God, in 
the grief of his righfeous soul, the awful wickedness of the place ? 
And where spent they their Sabbaths, while their father, in his 
solitary sanctuary, was engaged in calling on the name of the Lord ? 
The God of mercy has left this awful example on record as a warn- 
ing for alL May the warning be effectual. 
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mode of doing good to others, and of securing uo small enjoy- 
juent to yourselves. Of the enjoyment to yourselves I shall say 
nothing. Look at the good to othert which you may accomplisb. 
The cause of temperance has come to be a great cause ; it has 
come to possess attributes of grandeur and sublimity which very 
few even of its warmest friends had at first anticipated. Its 
growth has been rapid, and the effects it is destined to accomplish 
by-and-by, are as yet not fully in view of any of its most ardent 
supporters. Docs any one hesitate on this point ? It was but as 
yesterday when this cause commenced its being. You all recol- 
lect well when no such thing as a temperance society was known 
or thought of. Now thousands upon thousands of our countrymen 
are engaged in this good work ; and this is jiot all ; the fame of 
our cause has gone out beyond the limit 
England, and Scotland, and Wales, an( 
<u>untries farther north, and the far dis 
emulating our example, and forming kin^ 
principle of total abstinence. Not ma 
their circuit before we shall hear of k 
country in Europe, and on the banks < 
pagodas of India, and the teeming n 
coast of Africa, and even among the re 
demess and prairies towards the sett 
. cause of temperance has become a grec 
ready an aspect of grandeur and import 
of. By-and-by its labors of love to ir 
ted. By-and-by it will be numbered an 

instruments of good to mankind which this wonderful i^ has 
devised and put in operation. Now here is an opening for doing 
good ; here is a mode of being useful and benefiting our fellow* 
•men, which aU may be called upon to embrace. I do, then, from 
the profoundest convictions that our cause is a good one, and 
one of commanding interest, most aflFectionately and respectfully 
invite you aU to co-operate with the friends of this cause in its 
advancement. I invite you to such co-operation in view of its 
tendency to promote your own happiness in your hours of retire- 
ment and self-inspection. I invite you in view of the good that 
you may thus do to others. And above all, I invite your co-ope- 
rations in view of the fact which has been the basis of these re- 
. marks, that we must all appear before the judgment-seat of Christ 
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